
Welcome 
Class of 2025

Planning Your Future
Ms. Arghiere, Mrs. Morales, Ms. Orlando, Mrs. Santiago



Post Secondary Plans
• Trade School/Apprenticeships/Paid Internships

• College- 2 & 4 years

• Military Service 

• Workforce

https://dol.ny.gov/apprenticeship/apprenticeship-announcements?f%5B0%5D=filter_term%3A576


Get Organized
● What type of application do you and/or the college prefer? For 

example: SUNY/CUNY Application, Common Application, 
Common Black College Application, or an application specific to 
the college. 
○ Obtain or initiate the application online.

● Which colleges are you going to apply to?
○ YOUR college list will transfer to “Colleges I’m Applying To” on 

Naviance from Common App

● What types of deadlines are available? For example; Early Action, 
Regular, or Rolling Admissions.  
○   Which do you want to utilize?

● What supplemental pieces are required? For example, high school 
transcript, teacher recommendations, counselor recommendation, 
resume, portfolio, etc… this will vary by school.  



Different Types of Deadlines 
• Early Action (EA)
An option to submit your applications before the regular deadlines. When you apply early 
action, you get admission decisions from colleges earlier than usual. Early action plans are not 
binding, which means that you do not have to enroll in a college if you are accepted early 
action. Some colleges have an early action option called EA II, which has a later application 
deadline than their regular EA plan.

• Early Decision (ED)
An option to submit an application to your first-choice college before the regular deadline. 
When you apply early decision, you get an admission decision earlier than usual. Early 
decision plans are binding. You agree to enroll in the college immediately if admitted and 
offered a financial aid package that meets your needs. Some colleges have an early decision 
option called ED II, which has a later application deadline than their regular ED plan.  You can 
only apply ED for ONE school.  If you are accepted under early decision, you must retract all 
other applications. 

• Regular Admissions:
Applying with the majority of students at this deadline.  It is most commonly due early January 
or February, you will receive your notification by mid April. 

• Rolling Admissions:
An admission policy of considering each application as soon as all required information (such 
as high school records and test scores) has been received, rather than setting an application 
deadline and reviewing applications in a batch. Colleges that use a rolling admission policy 
usually notify applicants of admission decisions quickly.

College Board, (2023). College Admission Glossary. Retrieved September 18, 2023. 
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/applying-101/college-admission-glossary 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/applying-101/college-admission-glossary


Recommendation Letters
Preparing to ask a teacher/counselor :
● 1. Ask in person if he/she would be willing to write a 

recommendation for you. Be sure to ask, giving plenty of time to 
the person writing the letter.  This request should be made weeks 
before the letter is needed for your applications. 

❖ 2. Once the teacher has agreed, ask what information is needed 
from you. This may include a resume, Letter of Recommendation 
Form, Unofficial Transcript, any recommendation forms for any 
college that may not accept electronic applications, and date 
the letter is needed by.  Bring your organized information to your 
recommender in a timely manner.
3. Understand that a LOT of time goes into writing a polished letter 
and some teachers write as many as 40-60 letters within a short 
amount of time during the fall semester. Make sure to 
acknowledge this effort.
4. Beacon teachers are very familiar with submitting the letters to 
Naviance.  If you need your letter sent in a different method, 
inform the appropriate parties via email.

❖ 5. Expressing gratitude.  Once you know your recommendation 
letters have been turned in, it is appropriate to handwrite a short 
thank you note for the time and effort given on your behalf. 
E-mails and typewritten notes are not as personal as a 
handwritten thank you. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XmSj_TM1LM14xH3hGaHMu7usTVhYjYgKic8o8hsaKKM/edit?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XmSj_TM1LM14xH3hGaHMu7usTVhYjYgKic8o8hsaKKM/edit?pli=1


College Essay
• Check applications for essay prompts.

o For example, Common App has a set of prompts, specific colleges may 
have different instructions.  

• Proofread yourself and ask others to proofread and 
provide constructive criticism as well.  



Applying to Dutchess Community College

• Dutchess Community College 

https://www.sunydutchess.edu/admissions/applynow.html


Common Application
• Common App & Common Black College Application

     

★ USE A PERSONAL EMAILL ADDRESS FOR COMMON 
APP

https://www.commonapp.org/
https://commonblackcollegeapp.com/


Create A Common App Account



Choose Beacon HS



Add a College 



FERPA



Complete FERPA



Completing the Application

• Enter all of your personal information.  

• Be sure that all of the sections are complete.

• If there is anything you are unsure of, such as your 
Social Security Number, save and go back to it 
later.  



Naviance Login
• Naviance Login

https://student.naviance.com/beaconhs


Linking Your Accounts



List of “Colleges I’m Applying to” 
• The colleges chosen in Common App will show up in Naviance which will 

allow the counselors/teachers to submit your letter of recommendation, 
transcript, etc.



Financial Aid - FAFSA
• FAFSA, Free Application for Federal Student Aid, is FREE!! Tax information is 

utilized to complete the form. Most students will complete the 2025-2026 
FAFSA.  The form will be available approximately in December and deadlines 
vary by State. FAFSA® Application 

• Both parent/guardian and the student need to make an account using two 
separate emails on FSAID in order to Log In

• Every student should complete this process, even if you do not think you will 
qualify for need-based aid.  Colleges often use this to identify you for Merit 
based scholarships, some colleges require this as part of the application. 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-app/ROLES


FAFSA Dates

The 2025–26 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) will 
be available to the public on or before December 1, 2024. 
However, a limited number of students will be able to access the 
FAFSA between October 1 and December.

Each college and career/trade school may have its own 
deadline for the FAFSA. Students can check with the school 
they're interested in attending for more information.



CSS Profile

https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/


Financial Aid – New York State

Tuition Assistance Program (TAP)

• If you attend a college 
in New York State, 
public or private, you 
may qualify for TAP. 

• Visit their website NYS 
to see if your school is 
on the list.

• You can apply through 
the FAFSA.

https://www.hesc.ny.gov/pay-for-college/apply-for-financial-aid/nys-tap.html


Higher Education Services Corporation (2023). Retrieved September 18, 2023  Higher Education Service Corporation .

HESC Fact Sheets

https://www.hesc.ny.gov/factsheets.html


Individual Scholarships

Remind App or text @awards2025 to 81010
●

Do your research!  There is money out there 
through community organizations, employers, 
college endowments, etc.

Some helpful places to search are Naviance, The 
Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley, 
Fastweb and the specific college financial aid 
office and website.  

https://www.remind.com/join/awards2025
https://student.naviance.com/beaconhs
https://communityfoundationshv.org/
https://communityfoundationshv.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/


SAT & ACT
• You submit your scores when you complete your information 

for testing, or after testing through your account.

Collegeboard Log In for SAT ACT Registration

SAT Upcoming Dates:
November 2nd @ BHS deadline Oct. 18
December 7th not @ BHS deadline Nov. 22 

https://account.collegeboard.org/login/login?idp=ECL&appId=115&DURL=https://nsat.collegeboard.org/satweb/login.jsp&affiliateId=arusatsdsc&bannerId=sndscr
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/your-scores/send-your-scores.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html


Exploring Careers/Majors 



Upcoming Activities
• Financial Aid Night- Sept. 26th @ 6:00pm- BHS

• SUNY Free Apps Weeks - October 21st - Nov. 3rd (Apply to up 

to 5 campuses for FREE)SU

• College Panel- Oct. 10th @ 6:00pm - BHS

• DCC College Fair- Oct. 15th @ 6pm - Falcon Hall- 

Poughkeepsie Campus

• SUNY College Fairs- Visit SUNY College Fairs for dates, 

registration, and details (Sept. 30th NYC)

• CUNY College Fair- Visit CUNY College Fair

• DCC Instant Admissions Day- TBD

• Check BHS Guidance website for future events

https://www.suny.edu/attend/apply-to-suny/
https://www.suny.edu/attend/apply-to-suny/
https://www.sunydutchess.edu/collegefair/
https://engage.suny.edu/portal/suny_college_fairs
https://www.cuny.edu/admissions/undergraduate/college-fair/
https://www.beaconk12.org/domain/555


Useful Websites
• Common App 
• Common Black College Application
• Dutchess Community College
• College Board
• FAFSA® Application
• Fastweb -- Scholarships 
• Unigo -- Scholarships
• FSAID Log In 
• NYS -- HESC, New York State, TAP
• SUNY - The State University of New York 
• The ACT 
• The Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley - 

Home 
• The SAT

http://www.commonapp.org/
https://commonblackcollegeapp.com/
https://www.sunydutchess.edu/index.html
http://www.collegeboard.org/
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
http://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.unigo.com/
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-app/ROLES
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/pay-for-college/apply-for-financial-aid/nys-tap.html
http://www.suny.edu/
http://www.act.org/
http://communityfoundationshv.org/
http://communityfoundationshv.org/
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat


Thank You
• Questions?

• The more organized you are and the earlier you 
complete the tasks, the more stress free and fun this 
process will be.

• Keep the momentum going.  REMEMBER colleges 
see which courses you are taking senior year, and 
many request mid-year and/or first quarter reports 
to be sure that you are keeping your grades up to 
your potential.   


